Pat Cushing, Principal , 2600 Mukilteo Speedway, Mukilteo WA 98275
November 13, 2009 356-1304 (Info Line 710-4494) - FAX

Dear Parents,

Our Veterans Day Assembly was held on Tuesday, with many Veterans and their families in attendance. We
are so honored to host this assembly each year. The staff and students wore red, white and blue to recognize this
special day. Robin Counselior, once again, did an outstanding job organizing the event. Thanks, Robin. ,

We were so happy to have Olympic View Middle School join us for the assembly. Directed by Ken Caldwell,
the choir sang several patriotic songs. Myles Davis, a former ME student, played Taps. Several of our ME fifth grad-
ers sang and did special readings. Sydney Jackson sang a solo and led the audience in singing “God Bless America”.
Emma Williams read her essay entitled "My Dad, A Veteran”. Sabastian Chiniquy, Veronica Halstead, Hunter Rubner,
Isaiah Shigamatsu, Josiah Wolf and Shelby Clark read two poems, “Eulogy for a Veteran” by Unknown and “Because
of You, Unknown Soldier”.  Many thanks are extended to Mr. Caldwell and the OV choir, as well as to our talented
fifth graders.

Each veteran was asked to come forward and the student who invited them to the assembly presented them
with a carnation and patriotic bookmark created by our talented kindergarten students. Coffee, punch and cookies
followed the ceremony. It was a touching day and this assembly continues to be our favorite assembly each year.

Please take a few minutes to read the article on the back of this newsletter regarding homework. Hopefully,
there are a few tips to help families support their student with their homework.

That's it for this week. Have a great weekend.
' Best wishes,

Pat Cushing

NOVEMBER

18 - Vision and Hearing Screening

25 - EARLY DISMISSAL, 12:45
26427 - NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving
DECEMBER

2 - End of First Trimester

3 - Reflections Gallery, 6-8

4 - EARLY DISMISSAL, 12:45, Report Card Prep
9 - 3rd Grade Field Trip to the Children's Theater

10 - PTSA Holiday Store

17 - Orchestra/Band Concert, 7:00

21-January 1 - NO SCHOOL - Winter Break

Vision and Hearing

Screening will take place on
Wednesday, November 18

If your child wears glasses, please make

sure that they have their glasses with them

on Wednesday!

MENU CHANGE
THANKSGIVING FEAST
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19
Oven Roasted Sliced Turkey
Whipped Potatoes w/Turkey Gravy
Warm Whole Wheat Roll
Hot Buttered Corn, Marshmallow Topped Sweet Potatoes, Traditional Cranberry Sauce,
Cinnamon Spiced Pears, Apples, Oranges & Bananas, Garden Salad with Fresh Spinach
Homemade Pumpkin Cake with Cream Cheese Frosting
(Bean and Cheese Burrito will also be served for those who prefer a Vegetarian Entrée)




Effective and Appropriate Help With Homework

Parenting requires many judgment calls, including numerous de-
cisions related to schoolwork and school projects. Principals and

teachers are always stressing how important it is for parents to be
involved, but how much is too much? For a start, put yourself in

these situations:

*  Your child’s big science project is due tomorrow, but her
after-school schedule has been so busy lately that she hasn’t
had time to finish it herself. Not wanting her to get a bad
grade, you end up doing most of the work with her so she
can turn it in on time.

*  Your son’s math homework packet is a big part of his grade,
but he’s having trouble with a few of the concepts. Is it OK
to help him with some of the answers?

*  Your daughter must write a

them. The assignments were given to them for a reason—they
need to learn the concepts, and they can’t do that learning if you
do their work.

Guidance is great. Help your children understand assignments
by talking with them about the concepts. Let’s say your child is
having trouble with basic division. Dump out a stack of pennies
or paper clips, count the total, and, together, divide them into
groups of five, six, or seven. If your child has writer’s block,
instead of suggesting phrases to use, brainstorm together about
ideas of things he or she could write about, and ask your child to
list some of the things he or she could say. Help your children to
learn how to think through the process.

Be encouraging. It can be

poem for a school competi-
tion, but the verses she’s
come up with so far seem ]
pretty bad. After think-
ing about her theme, you

suggest different rhyming
phrases that sound bet- |
ter. When the awards are ' “
announced, your daughter L
comes home excited and
says, “We won!”

We all want our children to do
well in school. But, sometimes,
we might want it too much and
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frustrating to try to master new

concepts and complete school

projects. Give your children

\ encouragement and under-

- | ] standing as they work things
& through.

Expand their brains. One

i\ great way parents can help

their children with school
projects is by asking them to
| g0 beyond their original ideas.
If your son, for example, wants
to do a shoebox diorama about
dinosaurs, tell him that his

end up giving them too much
assistance. The problem is, while their grades might look stellar,
their self-esteem can suffer. Children are smarter than we some-
times give them credit for. They know when they’ve eared a
grade—and when they haven’t. Instead of helping them succeed,
too much parental involvement can lead them to failure.

So what’s a concerned parent to do? How much help is reason-
able? What kinds of suggestions or assistance are acceptable?
And what do you do if they don’t understand their homework,
even after asking you for guidance?

Don’t do it for them. Rule No. 1 is an easy one to remember;
Don’t ever do your children’s homework or school projects for

original idea is good, but ask
what other ways he could try. Don’t give him ideas, but help him
use his own creativity. Ask him to think out a number of different
ways he could approach the assignment. Let him follow his own
path, and both you and his teacher will probably be very pleased
with the result. Not only that, the work will be his own.

Finally, know when to call for help. If your child is consistently
having trouble with a specific concept, even after you’ve helped
explain it to him or her, it’s time to let the teacher know. Chances
are yours isn’t the only child in the class who’s confused. In ad-
dition to learning the schoolwork, your child will gain some very
important knowledge: that it’s smart to ask for help when you
don’t understand something.
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